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Compliance Report on Stage 2 Forest Clearance for the Lower Kopili Hydro 
Electric Project, 120 MW.  

File No 8-53/2018FC dated 4th December 2020 
 
 
 

Diversion of 523.046 ha of forest land for construction of Lower Kopili Hydro 
Electric Project by Assam Power Generation Corporation Limited under Dima 

Hasao West Division, Halflong and Hamren Division, Assam.  
 
 

A. Conditions which need to be complied prior to handing over of forest 
land : 

 
 
Sl 
No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance as on 31st 
March, 2024 

i The Government of Assam, 
Environment and Forest 
Department shall issue final 
notification for the proposed 
Compensatory Afforestation (CA) 
area as Reserved Forest / 
Protected Forest prior to handing 
over the land to the User agency. 
The State Government shall ensure 
that the CA area in the final 
notification shall not be changed 
without prior approval of the 
Government of India and shall not 
be less than 525.27 ha as proposed 
in the notification nos. 
FRS152/2018/354, 
FRS152/2018/353, 
FRS152/2018/352, 
FRS152/2018/351, 
FRS152/2018/350, 
FRS152/2018/349, 
FRS152/2018/348 and 
FRS152/2018/347 dated 
11.09.2020 of the Government of 
Assam. 

Complied. 
Government of Assam, Environment 
and Forest Department notified the 8 
patches of the Proposed Reserved 
Forest covering 525.27 ha of the 
Compensatory Afforestation area to 
Reserved Forest vide notification 
nos. FRS.152/2018/361 for 
Wayungdisa Reserved Forest; 
FRS.152/2018/367 for Bagh Dima 
one Reserved Forest; 
FRS.152/2018/364 for Bagh Dima 
Reserved Forest; FRS.152/2018/366 
for Choto Longku Reserved Forest; 
FRS.152/2018/365 for Kapurcherra 
Reserved Forest; FRS.152/2018/363 
for Nabdi Dalugupu Reserved 
Forest; FRS.152/2018/362 for 
Tortelangso Reserved Forest and 
FRS.152/2018/360 for Langchithing 
Reserved Forest  dated 25th May, 
2021.  
(Reserved Forest Notifications 
already submitted in the 2022 
report). 

ii The State Government shall ensure 
that the User Agency will implement 
the R&R Plan as per the R&R Policy 
of the State Government in 

Approved CRTDP is under 
implementation.  
The state government appointed an 
officer of the rank of commissioner or 
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Sl 
No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance as on 31st 
March, 2024 

accordance with the National R&R 
Policy, Government of India before 
the commencement of the project 
work. The said R&R Plan will be 
monitored by the State 
Government/ concern Regional 
Office of MoEF&CC along with 
indicators for monitoring and 
expected observable milestones.  

secretary of that government for 
resettlement and rehabilitation of 
affected households under the Act of 
2013 for both the districts Dima 
Hasao on 18.8.2017 and Karbi 
Anglong on 1.9.2017. 
The ‘Administrator’ for rehabilitation 
and resettlement is responsible for 
supervising the formulation of 
rehabilitation and resettlement 
schemes or plans and proper 
implementation of each schemes or 
plans. The Administrator is also 
responsible for the post 
implementation social audit in 
consultation with the Gram Sabha in 
rural areas and municipality in the 
urban areas.  
 
Copies of the notification for 
appointment of Administrator already 
submitted in the last report of 2022. 
 
As per LA&RR Act 2013 clause no 48 
(I), the Central Government may, 
whenever necessary for national or 
inter-State projects, constitute a 
National Monitoring Committee for 
reviewing and monitoring the 
implementation of rehabilitation and 
resettlement schemes or plans. The 
Act of 2013 provides an elaborate 
monitoring procedure. The 
appointment of a commissioner for 
R&R and R&R committee at the 
project level to meet the ADB’s 
requirements additionally other than 
participatory monitoring. 
 
Land and Zirat compensation 
already been fully paid for Dima 
Hasao and Karbi Anglong. R&R 
assistance started from 31st March, 
2022. Till now 99.58% in Dima 
Hasao and 100 % in Karbi Anglong  
R&R assistance completed. 

iii The State Govt. shall ensure the 
complete compliance of FRA, 2006. 

Complied. 
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Sl 
No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance as on 31st 
March, 2024 

The Forest Settlement Officer, Dima 
Hasao has communicated that all the 
rights over the said Compensatory 
Afforestation land has been already 
settled and requested to notify CA 
area as Reserved Forest vide letter 
no. REV/S/34/2020-21/9214-21 
dated 30/01/2021 and  the Forest 
Settlement Officer, West Karbi 
Anglong district vide letter no. 
KAAC/110/Cess of KLHEP/2017-
18/28 dated 17.02.2021 has 
communicated the same and 
accordingly notification for Reserved 
Forest of all the 8 patched done. 

iv The State Govt. ensure that the 
User Agency shall obtain the 
Environment Clearance as per the 
provisions of the Environmental 
(Protection) Act, 1986, if required. 

Complied.  
MoEF&CC vide No.J-
12011/26/2012-IA-I dated 4th 
December, 2019 had accorded 
Environment Clearance (EC) to 
Assam Power Generation 
Corporation Limited (APGCL) for the 
Lower Kopili Hydro Electric Project, 
120 MW. 
Copy of the EC is given in the 
annexure-1. During the detail 
engineering design (during 
implementation) few components 
were changed, which were approved 
by CEA through MOC on 
09.11.2022. Amendment of the EC 
as per MOC was accorded b y the 
Ministry on 3.1.2024. (Annexure 2)  

 
B. Conditions which need to be complied after handing over of forest land 

to the user agency : 
 

Sl 
No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance (As on 31st 
March, 2024) 

i Legal status of the diverted forest 
land shall remain unchanged; 

Legal status of the diverted forest 
land is not changed by the User 
Agency. 

ii The State Govt. shall ensure that 
the State Forest Department will 
raise the Compensatory 
Afforestation in identified non-forest 
land in lieu of 523.046 Ha. Of Forest 
land, within three years form the 

As per the information received from 
the Additional Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests & Chief 
Executive Officer, State CAMPA, 
Assam vide Letter No. 
FG.27/CAMPA/CA/2021-22 dated 
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Sl 
No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance (As on 31st 
March, 2024) 

issue of approval and maintained 
thereafter, from funds deposited by 
User Agency. At least 1000 
saplings per hectares shall be 
planted as per approved plan / 
scheme and maintained thereafter 
subsequently for ten years. The 
approved soil and Moisture 
conservation (SMC) activities on 
the CA land shall be carried out by 
the State Forest Department; 

8th March, 2022, Compensatory 
Afforestation Plantation drive for 
Lower Kopili Hydro Electric Project 
(120 MW) was supposed to be 
included in the APO of 2022-23.  
Reminder letter to Forest 
Department from Project Director 
was given on 21.09.2023 vide letter 
no APGCL/CGM(H)/W/2007/140/Pt-
VI/77. (Annexure 3).   
Letter received from CEO, State 
CAMPA dated 11th Oct, 2023 stating 
that the nursery being raised in 8 
reserved forests under CA Plan and 
CAT plan will be included in the AOP 
2024-2025. (Annexure 4) 

iii The State Govt. ensure that 
198.746 ha out of proposed 
diversion of 523.046 ha of forest 
land shall be maintained as Green 
Belt at the cost of User Agency 
under the supervision of State 
Forest Department; 

198.746 ha out of proposed diversion 
of 523.046 ha of forest land is 
maintained as Green Belt. 

iv The User Agency shall pay the 
additional amount of NPV, if so 
determined, as per the final 
decision of the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court of India;  

Agreed. 

v The State Govt. shall ensure that 
the approved Catchment Area 
Treatment (CAT) Plan shall be 
implemented by the State Forest 
Department from funds deposited in 
the account of CAMPA; 

Communicated to the Chief 
Conservator of Forests and Nodal 
Officer (FC Act), Assam on 
implementation of CAT Plan etc vide 
APGCL Letter No. 
APGCL/CGM(H)/W/2007/140/Pt-
VI/42 dated 10th Jan, 2022.  
 
In response to the above letter, the 
Additional Principal Chief 
Conservator of Forests & Chief 
Executive Officer, State CAMPA, 
Assam vide Letter No. 
FG.27/CAMPA/CA/2021-22 dated 
8th March, 2022, Compensatory 
Afforestation Plantation drive for 
Lower Kopili Hydro Electric Project 
(120 MW) is likely to be included in 
the APO of 2022-23 for which SLEC 
meeting will be held shortly.  
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Sl 
No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance (As on 31st 
March, 2024) 

Again on 29.03.2023 vide letter no. 
FRS/G/CAMPA/CAT Plan/2023-
24/3480-85 Division Forest Officer, 
Dima Hasao west division asking for 
the catchment area maps and 
APGCL provided the available maps 
to the Forest Department, Dima 
Hasao, West. 
APGCL shared the CAT Plan map 
and shape files to the Forest 
Department on 20.01.2024. 

vi The State Govt. and User Agency 
shall ensure that no residential or 
labour colony / camp shall be 
constructed over forest land. The 
User Agency shall provide fuels 
preferably alternate fuels to the 
labourers and the staff working at 
the site so as to avoid any damage 
and pressure on the nearby forest 
areas; 

Complied. 
All the residential and labour colony / 
camp are constructed outside the 
forest land in the areas under 
revenue department. Contractor 
engaged for the project for the 
construction works under APGCL 
(User Agency) are providing LPG 
gas for all staff and labourers 
engaged under Lower Kopili Hydro 
Electric Project. 

vii The State Govt. ensure that the 
User Agency shall carry out muck 
disposal at predesignated sites in 
such a manner so as to avoid its 
rolling down and the dumping area 
for muck disposal shall be stabilized 
and reclaimed by planting suitable 
species by the user agency at the 
cost of project under the 
supervision of State Forest 
Department. Retaining walls 
terracing shall be carried out to hold 
the dumping material in place. 
Stabilization and reclamation of 
such dumping sites shall be 
completed before handing over the 
same to the State Forest 
Department in a time bound 
manner as per Plan.  

Under Compliance. 
The muck disposal site is located in 
Revenue land outside the diverted 
Forest Land of 523.046 ha.  
Stabilization and reclamation of such 
dumping sites is under progress as 
per Muck Management Plan. 

viii The State Government and the user 
agency shall ensure that the tress 
available between full reservoir 
level (FRL) and FRL-4 meters are 
not felled. 

Agreed. 

ix The Forest clearance will be for a 
period of diversion of the said forest 

Agreed. 
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Sl 
No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance (As on 31st 
March, 2024) 

land shall be for a period co 
terminus with the period of mining 
granted under the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and 
Regulation) Act, 1957, as amended 
and framed there-under; 

x The State Govt. shall ensure that 
the forest land proposed to be 
diverted shall under no 
circumstances be transferred to any 
other agency, department or person 
without prior approval of the Central 
Government and the layout plan of 
the proposal shall not be changed 
without the prior approval of the 
Central Government; 

Agreed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The layout plan is annexed in 
annexure 5. 

xi The State Govt. shall ensure that no 
damage to the flora and fauna of the 
adjoining area shall be caused; 

Agreed. 

xii The State Govt. shall ensure that 
User Agency shall explore the 
possibility of translocation of 
maximum number of trees identified 
to be felled and any tree felling shall 
be done only when it is unavoidable 
and that too under strict supervision 
of the State Forest Department; 

Agreed and under compliance. 
 
 

xiii The State Govt. shall ensure that 
the User agency shall provide free 
water for the forestry related 
projects; 

Agreed. 

xiv It may please note that violation of 

any of the conditions will amount to 

violation of Forest (Conservation) 

Act, 1980 and action would be 

taken as prescribed in para 1.21 of 

Chapter 1 of the Handbook of 

comprehensive guidelines of 

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 as 

issued by this Ministry’s letter No. 

5-2/2017-FC dated 28.02.2019. 

Agreed. 

xv The State Govt. shall ensure that 
the User Agency shall submit the 
annual self-compliance report in 
respect of the above stated 
conditions to the State 

Agreed.  
The annual self-compliance report in 
respect of the above stated 
conditions in the FC Stage 2 
accorded for Lower Kopili Hydro 
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No. 

Conditions Status of Compliance (As on 31st 
March, 2024) 

Government, concerned Regional 
Office and to this Ministry by the 
end of March every year regularly; 
and  

Electric Project will be submitted to 
the State Government, concerned 
Regional Office and to the 
MoEF&CC. 

xvi The State Govt. shall ensure that 
the User Agency shall comply all 
the provisions of the all Acts, Rules, 
Regulations, Guidelines, Hon’ble 
Court Order(s) and NGT Order(s) 
pertaining to this project, if any, for 
the time being in force, as 
applicable to the project. 

Agreed. 
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Annexure 1: Copy of EC 
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Annexure 2 : Amendment of EC  
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Annexure 3 : Letter to CCF & Nodal Officer (FC Act) 
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Annexure – 4: Letter from Forest Department to PD, LKHEP on CAT Plan, SMC 
Plan, CA Plan. 
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Annexure 5: Project Layout out  
 

 


